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STEVENS, JOHN LEAVITT (1 August 1820-8 February 1895),
journalist, author, and diplomat. Born in Mount Vernon, Maine,
Stevens was educated at Maine Wesleyan Seminary and Waterville
Classical Institute. An ordained Universalist clergyman, he edited and
published the Kennebec Journal with James G. Blaine. One of the
founders of the Republican Party in Maine, Stevens was elected to the
state's house of representatives in 1865 and its senate in 1868. He
received diplomatic appointments as minister to Uruguay and
Paraguay in1870, and as minister to Sweden and Norway in 1877. By
1889,Stevens was a seasoned diplomat when he was appointed
Minister to the Hawaiian Islands. Americans had been a political and
economic force there for decades and had developed a profitable
sugar trade with the United States. The McKinley Tariff of 1890
destabilized the sugar industry. however, and contributed to the
overthrow of the corrupt Hawaiian monarchy in 1893. A provisional
government of wealthy American landowners seized power and
advocated annexation of the islands by the United States. Stevens
proclaimed the legitimacy of the new government and directed the
landing of 150 marines at Honolulu to protect American lives and
property. With his approval, Sanford Ballard Dole's provisional
government dispatched a commission to Washington. D.C. to
negotiate annexation. The outgoing administration of Benjamin
Harrison submitted an annexation treaty to the Senate. Grover
Cleveland's incoming administration. did not support the annexation
request, and after conducting an investigation, unsuccessfully
attempted to restore the monarch. The provisional government
recalled Stevens, accusing him of exceeding his authority and
collusion with the revolutionists. A Senate investigation cleared
Stevens, and he continued to advocate his cause in the press and
through publication of his book Picturesque Hawaii (1894). Stevens
died in Augusta, Maine, before recommendations were finally affected
in 1898.

Further Reading: William Adam Russ, Jr., The Hawaiian Revolution,
1959; New York Times, 9 February 1895; John Leavitt Stevens
Papers, Maine Historical Society, Portland.
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